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For use in portals or tick box forms:
	Role title
	Sense Holidays Volunteer

	Contract type
	Volunteering

	Contact
	volunteer@sense.org.uk

	Length
	One-week residential volunteering role

	Duration
	Fixed/short-term opportunity 

	Dates
	From July to August 2023 (01/07/2023 - 25/08/2023)

	Opportunity times
	24/7 – select all timeslots shown

	Expiry/Deadline
	22/06/2023

	Locations
(Remote work not allowed)
	Hemel Hempstead; the National Forest, Derbyshire; Blackpool; the New Forest, Hampshire; the Cotswolds; North Yorkshire      

	Area of interest
	Disability; Health and social care; Charity; Communication; Social, personal and childcare

	Key skills
	Communication skills: verbal and non-verbal, such as BSL, Makaton.
Interpersonal skills, organisation, teamwork, intuition, 

	Minimum experience required
	Student / recent graduate



Other information
	Is there a risk assessment in place?
	Yes

	Will you provide induction and training?
	Yes

	Is a DBS required?
	Yes

	Are references required?
	Yes

	Are volunteer expenses available?
	Yes

	Can reasonable adjustments be made regarding additional needs?
	Yes
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[bookmark: _Toc121478835]Description of the role / Role summary
Volunteers help make Sense Holidays unforgettable
Every summer, disabled adults and children all over the UK start getting ready to do something they’ve never done before – going away on holiday! For many, Sense Holidays are the first time they leave home and family for an adventure of their own. It’s such an exciting week!
These holidays are a chance for new experiences, new friendships and making memories that’ll last a lifetime. You’ll be there as our holidaymakers dance, sail and horse ride their way through each day. There’s no end to what they can do.
By volunteering, you’re also giving families and carers a break from supporting their loved ones. Having this week to themselves means so much, especially when they’re able to relax knowing that we’re keeping everyone safe and happy.
There are lots of Sense Holidays to choose from. They take place on various dates between Saturday 1 July – Friday 25 August 2023. This is a one-week residential volunteering opportunity.

[bookmark: _Toc121478836]The role of the volunteer / More information
You’ll be partnered with a holidaymaker who we think will be a good match for you. We want everyone to have a good time and to be with someone who shares their energy, interests and communication style. Sometimes, we’ll ask volunteers to float around the group, getting to know different holidaymakers.
Throughout the week, you’ll be supporting holidaymakers to engage with the group activities, be it rock climbing, swimming or messy play. As you get to know them, you’ll start to understand their needs and personality more. Soon you’ll be moving as one; supporting their eating, relaxing and personal care like a pro.
To keep everything running smoothly, everyone pitches in to help with cooking, cleaning, driving and other aspects of running a safe group holiday. 

[bookmark: _Toc121478837]How we’ll support you / What we can offer you

Never done anything like this before? Don’t worry, you’ll make an incredible volunteer. Way before you start packing your suitcase, we’ll make sure that you’re equipped with the skills and confidence to shine.
You’ll be given training, talks and resources to introduce you to the world of care. Then, you’ll get a chance to meet fellow volunteers and your Holiday Leader, who’ll tell you about the upcoming trip and your holidaymakers. 
Holiday Leaders are Sense employees. They plan the trips and make sure that everyone stays safe, supported and happy. These superstar organisers are experienced and will be by your side throughout your holiday.
On Sense Holidays, volunteers can expect to:
· Have free accommodation, food and drink – you get to help build the week’s menu and stock the snack cupboards!
· Join in activities with the holidaymakers and other volunteers.
· Be reimbursed for expenses, such as travel.
· Receive a written statement of gratitude, recognising your volunteering contribution. This may be useful as a reference for future employment or volunteering.
· Take part in additional e-learning (if they wish), to develop disability awareness and basic sign language skills.

To volunteer on a Sense Holiday is to do something truly amazing. It’s a brilliant way of developing new skills, trying new things and meeting new, inspiring people.


[bookmark: _Toc121478838]Who we are looking for / Skills and qualities for the role

Previous experience isn’t essential – if you’ve got the right attitude then we want to hear from you! Our training and support will equip you with everything else you need.
This said, we’re always keen to hear from volunteers who have knowledge or experience of any of the following:
· Working in a caring role or supporting people with complex needs or challenging behaviours.
· British Sign Language (BSL) and/or other communication methods, like Makaton.
· Working with mobility needs.
· Supporting autistic people and/or people with learning disabilities 
We’re excited to hear from you! This year’s Sense Holidays are going to be really special, so we hope you’ll consider joining us.
How To Apply
· Fill in the application form - https://www.sense.org.uk/get-involved/volunteering-with-sense/volunteer-sense-holiday/?utm_medium=partner&utm_source=volunteer 
· If you’re a good fit, we’ll invite you to an informal virtual interview
· Once you’ve been accepted, we’ll carry out reference and Disclosure & Barring (DBS) checks
· Then, we’ll send you all the details of the training you’ll need to do
· Finally, we’ll allocate you to a holiday! 
· If you have any questions, please contact the Volunteering Team at volunteer@sense.org.uk 
We really look forward to hearing from you!


	Details of any training you offer

/

Support	
	Full training will be provided to all our volunteers before the holiday begins. We want you to arrive feeling confident, capable and able to enjoy your role.
Training includes:
· Safeguarding
· Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
· Confidentiality and Data Protection

The training you receive will be tailored specifically to situations you may encounter whilst volunteering on a Sense Holiday. We’re also able to offer you additional e-learning to gain an understanding of different methods of communication (optional).


	Benefits to self
	Volunteering is a great opportunity to do things you’ve never done before and build skills you didn’t know you had! There are a lot of opportunities that make Sense Holidays rewarding and worthwhile: new skills, new experiences and meeting a whole new group of people.

The standout moments for our volunteers tend to be those shared with the holidaymakers. Working with people who have complex disabilities or are deafblind will provide you with many special memories.

All food, accommodation, and activities are included.


	Benefits to others
	These holidays are a chance for new experiences, new friendships and for making memories that’ll last a lifetime. You’ll be there as our holidaymakers dance, sail and horse ride their way through each day. There’s no end to what they can do.
By volunteering, you’re also giving families and carers a break from supporting their loved ones. Having this week to themselves means so much, especially when they can relax knowing that we’re keeping everyone safe and happy.


	Transport details
	Holidays take place at various locations around the UK –
Hemel Hempstead; the National Forest, Derbyshire; Blackpool; the New Forest, Hampshire; the Cotswolds; North Yorkshire.

We’ll support you with your travel plans and will reimburse the expenses you incur in travelling.


	Expenses
	We’ll support you with your travel plans and will reimburse the expenses you incur in travelling.
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